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Home Tour Recap 

 
Thank you to all of our members who supported the 58th Annual 
Home Tour in droves! Our goal was to sell 200 tickets and we 
sold 355! It is clear to me that you want this historic event to 
continue. With that thought in mind, I need to ask each of you to 
keep your eyes and ears open for homes for next year. It is so 
important that we come up with six wonderful homes. 
"Wonderful" can mean any of the following: architecturally 
significant, historically significant, perhaps a home with 
fantastic collections of some sort, a home with exceptional 
design or décor or maybe a home that is just simply eclectic in a 
fascinating way. A home can be large or small, condo, loft or 
freestanding building. If you think it is wonderful it will 
probably qualify for our tour. Please help me out by letting me 
know of any fantastic homes with which you're acquainted. 
Many Thanks! 

CINDY DEGALAN, HOME TOUR CHAIR  
 
 

New Board Structure 
 

                                                                                                                                                                            
 

                                                                                                                 Photo by Kathy Sample 
 
The City Club had its first Board of Directors meeting with the 
new, member-approved board structure on May 25. As you 
can see from the photo above, the smaller Board invites deeper 
discussion of issues and efficiency!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR  
July 2010 
Friday 2 First Friday Happy Hour 4:00–6:00 p.m. 
Monday 5 Club Closed (Independence Day Observed) 
Thursday 8 Planning Council Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
Friday 16 Patio Party 6:00–9:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 27 Board of Directors Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
August 2010 
Friday 6 First Friday Happy Hour 4:00–6:00 p.m. 
Thursday 12 Planning Council Meeting Cancelled 
Tuesday 24 Board of Directors Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
Friday 27 End of Summer Party 5:00–8:00 p.m. 
September 2010 
Friday 3 First Friday Happy Hour 4:00–6:00 p.m. 
Monday 6 Club Closed (Labor Day) 
Thursday 9 Planning Council Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
Saturday 11 Open for Dinner on Saturdays! 
Wednesday 15 Open House 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Sunday 19 Brunch 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. seatings 
Wednesday 22 Lunch & Learn 11:30 a.m. 
Friday 24 Patio Party 5:00–8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday 28 Board of Directors Meeting 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 29 Wednesday Travelogue  
6:00 p.m. Dinner / 7:00 p.m. Program  

DINING HOURS 
 

Schlesinger Dining Room: 
       Monday–Friday, 11:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m.  
       Wednesday–Friday, 5:00–8:00 p.m. 
            Wednesdays: BBQ and Jazz on the Patio 
            Thursdays: “All-You-Can-Eat” Buffet 
 

Patton’s Pub:  
       Monday and Tuesday, 11:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
       Wednesday–Friday, 11:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.  
 
 

 
Ann Arbor City Club Managers 

734.662.3279  
 

 

Title Name E-mail Ext. 
General Manager Mark W. Easton mark@annarborcityclub.org  6 
Office Manager Katherine Peery katherine@annarborcityclub.org  3 
Bookkeeper Cara LaRoe cara@annarborcityclub.org 2 
Food & Beverage  Dawn Maynard dawn@annarborcityclub.org 4 
Dining Manager Melissa Haas melissa@annarborcityclub.org 7 
Executive Chef Michael Trombley michael@annarborcityclub.org 5 
Sous Chef Tomas Laporte tom@annarborcityclub.org  5 
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President’s Message 
 

A huge congratulations and thank you to Cindy DeGalan and her 
volunteers who pulled off a terrific Home Tour! This fundraising 
event was in danger of being cancelled next year if we didn’t sell 
at least 200 tickets. Because of the fantastic homes on the tour 
and the shift to a Sunday, we sold 355 tickets!! We also served 
58 people during the Brunch associated with the Tour. 
 
We continue to explore our options for refinancing which would 
roll our line of credit into our mortgage. As Immediate Past 
President Barb Pomey discussed at the Annual Meeting, our less 
than desirable cash flow makes us risky for many banks. 
However, we do have an offer on the table which will meet our 
basic needs and keep us on stable ground. 
 
The Planning Council had its inaugural meeting on June 10 and it 
was very successful with Connie D’Amato at the helm. All of our 
Board and Planning Council positions have been filled with the 
exception of the Assistant Marketing/PR Chair. Please consider 
volunteering for this important position which will serve on the 
Planning Council and the Marketing/PR Committee to ensure 
that all of our fundraising events are well advertised. 
 
City Club members and staff are working together on the four 
key issues facing us as identified in the Business Plan.   

·  Membership – goals are being established by the 
Membership Committee 

·  Debt Management – refinancing efforts are underway 
·  Improve Dining Program Profitability – a task force is 

establishing goals for this year to increase profits 
·  Increase the number of Special Events – a working 

group of the Marketing/PR Committee started in June to 
identify how and where we should be advertising our 
facility 

 
Remember to utilize our food services, either by having lunch or 
dinner or by scheduling your special events at the Club. 
Supporting your Club in this way will be required as we move 
forward. In response to requests from many members, starting in 
September, we will be opening the Club for dinner on Saturday 
nights. So keep us in mind when you’re planning activities 
around fall football games! 

RONNIE MEADE, PRESIDENT 
 

 
Campaign  
     Contributions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Oh, Those Lazy, Crazy, Hazy Days of Summer!!! 
 
We hope you are enjoying these beautiful evenings at the Club – 
Wednesday night bar-b-que with jazz on the patio, Thursday 
night buffets followed by bocce ball and Friday night specials. 
Enjoy a slow summer pace with cocktails and dinner at the Club! 

 
Don’t forget to add the Patio Party to your calendar, 
Friday, July 16. Come and relax on the patio with 
friends, food and fun! 

MARI ARNO, DINING PROGAM CHAIR 
 
 

Dining Services Profitability Task Force 
 
Ever since the construction it seems that we’ve gotten out of the 
habit of eating at the City Club. If we do think about it, we’re 
afraid that we might be the only ones there so we go elsewhere. 
We need to turn this around! The Dining Task Force has 
instituted a Table Captain program. By volunteering to be a 
Captain, you are agreeing to invite a group (two, four or six 
friends, members or non-members) to dinner at the Club four 
times between now and the end of September. This can be 
Wednesday, Thursday or Friday nights. There is no expectation 
that you will be paying for everyone’s meal – it’s just a group of 
friends getting together for a nice evening out. If you would like 
to be a Table Captain please call or email me so I can get you on 
my list.  
 
We are hoping for a snowball effect – the more people in the 
Dining Room the more fun it is to be there! Let’s start working 
on a good habit. 

MILLIE EMPEDOCLES,  
DINING SERVICES PROFITABILITY TASK FORCE 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bocce Ball 
 
We have begun our bocce play on Thursday evenings, and it has 
been great fun. On June 10 we had the Lemons (Shirley and Tom 
Kauper), the Points (Diana LaPointe and John Barber), the 
Bushes (Rohn and Paul Federbush) and the Flowers (Barb 
Pomey, Barb Silvis and Sylvia Palmquist). The Lemons and 
Flowers tied for the lead with the Points and Bushes a close 
second. On June 17 the Arno-Huntoon family joined in on the fun 
along with Jacquie Lewis’ grandson and friend, but the Flowers 
still prevailed! Anyone can join us on any Thursday, so come for 
dinner and see what the fun is all about. No experience is 
necessary! 

BARB POMEY, BOCCE BALL COORDINATOR 
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Please Help Us! 
 

Heating and cooling our Club is a daunting task given the age of 
the original part of the house and the high ceilings in the 
Ballroom. We operate almost as if we are two separate structures 
linked by a troublesome entryway. Now that summer is really 
here, please do not open windows in any part of the Club. Storm 
windows should also be kept shut as that helps to keep the cool 
air inside. The staff is doing their best to keep the temperature of 
the building at a comfortable level. If you are sensitive to the cold 
or are bothered by a draft, please consider wearing layers of 
clothing that can be removed if you get too warm. Please do not 
ask our office staff to adjust the temperature, as they are 
instructed to leave it at a preset level! Bridge players, please take 
your concerns to your director who will forward them to our 
General Manager. We are working on some modifications to the 
system in the Ballroom that will give us better control of the 
temperature. Thank you! 

MILLIE EMPEDOCLES, PRESIDENT-ELECT 
 
 

 Bridge at the City Club 
 
Bridge in many forms remains a vital activity at the Club from 
ACBL sanctioned duplicate games three days per week plus a 
sanctioned novice game once a week to a social bridge game that 
meets twice a month and myriad informal groups of members 
playing bridge together at the Club on a regular basis. 
 
In addition to all of the bridge playing at the Club we have bridge 
lessons at the beginner, intermediate and advanced levels. 
Though we will continue to offer the standard beginning classes 
during the year, beginning this fall we hope to have an emphasis 
on intermediate level classes. Many of our members wanting to 
learn bridge or better their games have repeated the beginner 
classes several times and have a need to move on to more 
challenging instruction. 
 
The Monday, Tuesday and Friday duplicate games have been 
experimenting with some digital enhancements to the game, 
initially electronic scoring devices. If these prove to be efficient 
and found desirable by the membership, we will explore software 
and equipment that will shuffle the cards (providing more 
randomly selected hands to play), deal the hands directly into 
duplicate bridge boards and feed this information to the 
computer. At the end of play, the computer will print all of the 
hands with an analysis of how they might best have been played. 
This would provide a study guide and learning tool for duplicate 
players who are always concerned with improving their game. 
 
In the month of May we celebrated two of our members attaining 
the status of Life Master, David Copi and Mary Keen. 
 
If you are interested in learning or playing the game of bridge 
and have not yet begun, please contact me. I will help you locate 
the class most helpful for you and/or a group with which you will 
feel comfortable playing. 

PATRICIA AMORT, BRIDGE CHAIR 
�

            “It is the love of country that has lighted and that keeps glowing    
             the holy fire of patriotism.” ~ J. Horace McFarland 

Beacon Mailing  
 

Did you know the Club will spend approximately $450 in 
postage this year to mail the Beacon to members who also 
receive it electronically? It costs $5.28 to mail the newsletter to a 
single member for one year. While that sum may not seem like 
much on its own, it really does add up! If you are currently 
receiving the Beacon by mail in addition to viewing it online, I 
encourage you to contact the office staff to have your name 
removed from the mailing list. As a side note, the Club always 
keeps printed copies of the latest issue in the Front Office. Just 
stop by the desk and ask for one the next time you’re in the Club!  

KATHERINE PEERY, OFFICE MANAGER 
 

 

New Signature Group: Genealogy 
 

A new Signature Group will be established in 
September – the Genealogy Workshop! If you’re 
interested in learning how to begin documenting 
your family’s history or have a family tree started 
and need some help with your next steps, consider 
joining this group which should be instructional and fun. If 
interested, contact Ronnie Meade at ronmeade@comcast.net. A 
meeting time will be established that will allow all interested 
members to participate.  

RONNIE MEADE, GENEALOGY COORDINATOR  
 
 

Employee of the Month 
 

The Ann Arbor City Club Employee of the Month program was 
created to recognize and reward its staff. We would like to 
congratulate May winner, Dawn Maynard, Food & Beverage 
Manager! Winners receive a $25 gift card and the use of the 
designated Employee of the Month parking space. 
Congratulations, Dawn! 

MARK W. EASTON, GENERAL MANAGER 
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Club Open for Dinner on Saturdays  
Starting Saturday, September 11 

 

Fall Open House �
Wednesday, September 15     10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 

Sign-up for fall classes and Signature Groups! 
 

Annual Gala  
Featuring William Bolcom and Joan Morris 

Saturday, October 2     Time T.B.D. 
 

Two New Signature Groups 
Great Decisions Discussion Group and Genealogy  

 

Club Events 
Lunch & Learns, Fashion Shows, 

Wednesday Travelogues and more! 
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Trips and Tours  
 

July 17, 2010: Bay City Tall Ship Celebration  
Reservations due July 2 
A Saturday trip the entire family can enjoy! The 
largest fleet of Tall Ships in Michigan this summer 
will be in Bay City on July 17. Everyone on this 
trip will be given a “passport” to enter and explore 
all or any of the ships of their choosing. Streets of Bay City will 
be lined with arts and crafts displays for your perusal. Lunch at a 
popular Polish restaurant is included in the price of $60. For 
reservations, call Sue Mars (971.2734). 
 
August 26, 2010: Chain of Lakes Tour  
Reservations due July 30      
Join Captain Scotty for an afternoon of touring some of our 
beautiful local lakes. After a nice lunch at Zukey Lake Tavern in 
Pinckney, we will hop onto Captain Scotty’s pontoon boat and 
leisurely “sail” several Livingston County lakes. Sign up using 
the sheet in the foyer and/or contact Penny O’Malley (645.5718 
or pennyhomalley@comcast.net). 
 
October 3–5, 2010: Indiana Wineries and More  
Reservations due July 21 
Do take the time to read both sides of the flyer for this trip! It is a 
journey that has a lot more than wine tasting to offer such as a 
cooking demonstration and a tour of Indiana’s Armed Forces 
Training and Mobilization Center. It is an ideal time of year to 
travel – not too hot, not too cold, with the possibility of seeing 
some fall color. $499/person, double occupancy. Sign up in the 
foyer or call Sue Mars (971.2734).  
 
NEW November 18, 2010: Diana – A Celebration  
Reservations due October 8 
An exhibition of 150 personal items, beginning with Princess 
Diana’s royal wedding gown, will be exhibited in the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum. This exhibit chronicles the career of the 
Princess of Wales, from her marriage to Charles in 1981 to her 
tragic death in 1997. Lunch will be at Rose’s, an icon in East 
Grand Rapids since 1901. Dessert will follow at Marie 
Catrib’s. We will also visit Robinettes Apple Haus, a family-run 
fruit farm, cider mill, bakery, ice cream shop and more. Cost per 
person is $99 with a maximum of 10 people. Sign up using the 
sheet in the foyer or contact Penny O’Malley (645.5718 or 
pennyhomalley@comcast.net). 
 
It’s easy to join any of the City Club’s trips. There are flyers and 
sign-up sheets in the foyer. You can also call or email the various 
organizers to reserve your place or if you have any questions.   
 
Due to the City Club being closed on Monday, July 5, Trips 
and Tours will meet at 1:00 p.m. on Monday, July 12. We 
welcome members to join us for any of our meetings. Please 
contact Penny if you would like to become a regular member of 
the Trips and Tours Committee. 

PENNY O’MALLEY, TRIPS AND TOURS CHAIR 
�
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Buy a Forever Brick! 
 
Have you had a chance to stroll our grounds reading the paver 
bricks? It is an interesting pastime. I'm sure you saw many names 
you knew. Did you wonder how you too could have a brick for 
yourself or to memorialize a loved one or an event? It's quite 
easy! Just grab an order form from the credenza in the Club 
foyer, fill it out, write a check and turn it in at the desk. You can 
purchase a 12” x 12” engraved brick for $100 or a 4” x 8” 
engraved brick for $50. When enough orders are received, the 
engraver will go to work. All proceeds go to support the Club and 
the grounds. 

 CINDY DEGALAN, MEMORIAL BRICK ORGANIZER 
 
 

Grounds 
 

Many geraniums, impatiens, dahlias, hellebores (Christmas roses) 
and hanging baskets were purchased by the membership in the 
recent plant sales sponsored by the Grounds Committee. Mary 
Ann Pierce, assisted by the Committee, organized and oversaw 
this event. We have realized a profit of over $900 to continue 
beautifying our City Club grounds. 

FRAN KAWALEC, GROUNDS COMMITTEE CHAIR 

 
� ���������	��������	��������	��������	 ����� �

�
�


������
�����������������������	���
������
�����
 

����������	��
 �����������	
�����
������
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
�

�
�

 
 
�

�

�����������
��
�������
 

 
                                                  Photo by Cara LaRoe 

 

Facilities/maintenance staff member Tom D’Addona celebrated 
ten years of employment with the City Club on June 15. A small 
party with members and staff was held in honor of the occasion. 
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